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WELCOME 

Welcome to the December 

edition of ‘Flourish’, our 

newsletter for the 2020-21 

academic year.  

We will all breathe a collective 

sigh of relief as we say 

goodbye to 2020 and look 

forward to a new and more 

hopeful year. 

We thank the whole school 

community for the support 

and encouragement we have 

been given and wish you all a 

very healthy and happy 

Christmas. 

 

Mr Scott, Headteacher  

 

COVID UPDATE 

A reflection on where we are at 
the end of this historic year. 

FINISH READING ON PG. 2 

 

 

CREATIVE ARTS 

Despite the challenges of Covid, the 
arts continue to thrive at the school. 

Full story on page 3 

 

 

 SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Some important end of term news 

Read more on page 5 
 

FLOURISH 
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FLOURISH 
  

COVID UPDATE  
   

The coronavirus pandemic has brought significant challenges for schools 

across the country this year. But short term challenges can lead to long term 

improvements. 

 

Schools closed, examinations were cancelled, community events were called off, 

school buildings were reallocated, teaching bubbles were formed, classrooms 

rearranged, students self-isolated, masks were worn and hands were washed. 

Like many other sectors, education has had to transform the way our service is 

conducted and not without significant disruption and challenge. 

While we continue to overcome these obstacles, we are also giving a lot of 

thought to how the school might learn from our recent experiences to ensure 

we continue to make improvements to our provision. Consultation has already 

started with the staff and we will find opportunities in the new year to ask 

students and parents on their thoughts about how the school should operate in 

a post-Covid world. 

We would like to thank everybody for the adaptability and resilience shown as 

well as the support that the school has received during 2020 from staff, pupils, 

parents, governors and friends. It is very much appreciated. 

 

 

We will continue to monitor any positive 

Covid cases until Wednesday, 23rd December 

2020.  

 

Please email 

admin@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk if you need 

to inform us of a positive case. This mailbox 

will be checked at 09:00 and 16:00. 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk
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You all 

deserve a 

round of 

applause and 

standing 

ovation! 

  

Creative Arts 
Despite the pandemic, we have continued to inspire creativity through the arts 
An appraisal of our Year 9 drama students’ radio play of 

Shakespeare’s The Tempest by Alistair Foylan from the Schools’ 

Shakespeare Festival 

“I would like to extend my sincerest congratulations to 

The John Warner School for your exceptional 

production of The Tempest as part of the 2020 

Shakespeare Schools Festival, One Night of 

Shakespeare. Against all odds you have shown the 

world that theatre can be created in the darkest of 

times, demonstrating the best of yourselves. It was a 

wonderful performance, and I’d like to highlight a few 

aspects that really stood out. 

Your radio play was so impressively performed. It 

was a very bold choice to perform The Tempest as a 

radio play and through your excellent use of voice and 

brilliant sound effects you successfully immersed your 

audience in the magical world of your play. 

There were many brilliant ensemble moments 

throughout your play, where the whole company 

worked together to create exciting atmospheres. The shipwreck 

at the start of the show immediately had 

me on the edge of my seat as I listened to the crashing 

waves and the screaming sailors. Your commitment 

to character in this scene and throughout the whole 

piece was amazing. To create such clear characters 

through only the use of your voice is a huge testament 

to your talent and creativity. 

Your powerful use of voice was complimented by 

your solid understanding and command of the 

language. Throughout you gave beautiful delivery of 

Shakespeare's words and handled the complex emotions and 

drama of the play with poise and potency. 



One of the most impressive aspects of your 

production was how hard everyone had worked 

collectively in order to make your performance 

happen. From the cast to the crew each one of you 

ensured that your radio play brought the story of The 

Tempest to life – be it through strong characterisation 

or magical sound effects. 

This was a captivating and powerful production of 

The Tempest performed by an incredibly creative and 

industrious company. 

I am in awe of your boundless creativity, talent and 

determination. This was the year for experimentation 

and you rose to the challenge of performing 

Shakespeare for the radio with bravery, resilience 

and ingenuity. This demonstrates a great deal of 

maturity as actors, and innovation as Theatre 

makers. I know you will look back on 2020 with a 

great deal of pride at what you have achieved 

especially in light of the challenges you have faced. 

You all deserve a round of applause and standing 

ovation!” 

 

An update from Miss Tucker in the music department 

This past half term Mary Peat (Year 7) got a Merit on her Grade 

4 flute exam while Georgia Pegg (Year 10) passed her Grade 5 

flute exam! Both had some lovely comments and played 

fantasticly.  

Considering the standard for GCSE Music is Grade 4 by Year 

11 this is FANTASTIC news from both players! 

Our music teachers are in a position to take new students. If 

you would like to sign your child up for music lessons, please 

click here https://www.johnwarner.herts.sch.uk/221/learn-a-

musical-instrument  

 

Year 11 Dance students impress with their mock performances 

“The year 11s showed wonderful creativity in their recent 

BTEC mock exam. The dance pieces were based on the given 

title- ‘Too Good To Be True’. All students showed true 

dedication for their subject with extra rehearsals both at lunch 

and after school.  

Well done girls, you are a true aspiration for future JWS 

dancers.” Miss Brenton, Subject Leader for Dance 

You can follow dance on Instagram at jws_dance 

You can see a clip of the dance performances by our Year 11 

students by clicking here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NZd0ph92cs  

https://www.johnwarner.herts.sch.uk/221/learn-a-musical-instrument
https://www.johnwarner.herts.sch.uk/221/learn-a-musical-instrument
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NZd0ph92cs
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SCHOOL NEWS: 
Staffing 
As we reach the end of term we say goodbye to the following 

members of staff: 

Mrs Sue Duhamel – Sue, who has been a valued member of our 

support staff since 1994, is retiring at the end of this term. Sue has held 

a number of positions in the school including working in the finance 

department, on reception, as cover supervisor, attendance officer and 

teaching assistant. We thank Sue for the many years she has 

contributed to life at the school and wish her every happiness in her 

retirement. 

Mr Mark Bruce – Mr Bruce has worked in the faculty of Modern 

Foreign Languages since 2018 as a teacher of French, Spanish and 

Italian and has recently held the position of Subject Leader in Italian. 

We wish him well in his new post at a school in West London and 

thank him for all he has done at the school. 

Mrs Kate Watchorn – Mrs Watchorn has been associated with the 

school since 2018 making many contributions to music and the 

performing arts across our school trust. This term, she has been 

teaching music at key stage 3. We wish her every succes with the 

family move to Norfolk and thank her for all her contributions. 

Mr Terrence Sankasingh – Mr Sankasingh has worked in the Science 

Faculty since 2019 and leaves us to teach in schools in the Surrey area 

where he has moved with his family. We thank him for all his 

contributions and wish him well in the future. 

Mr Ian Pottinger – Mr Pottinger joined us in September 2020 to teach 

in the faculty of humanities. We thank him for his contributions, 

especially in the geography department and wish him well in his new 

role in a Hertfordshire school. 

 

 

 
 

 

You can find out more about the school  on our 

website  https://www.johnwarner.herts.sch.uk/  

You can keep up-to-date with school news on our 

Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/thejohnwarnerschool  

Twitter feed https://twitter.com/johnwarnersch or  

@JWS_PE_Faculty  

Instagram page: @jws.pe @jws_dance 

https://www.johnwarner.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/thejohnwarnerschool
https://twitter.com/johnwarnersch


We will be welcoming the following new staff to the school in January: 

Miss Hayley Hughes will be joining us to teach French, German and 

Spanish. Miss Hughes will also take responsibility for form 10H2. 

Mr Gilbert Asare will be joining us to teach geography and religious 

studies. Mr Asare will be taking responsibility for form 9S2. 

Miss Esther Vaughan will be joining us to teach music and 

geography. 

 

Recycling Project 
I am delighted to announce that the school has been successful in 

acquiring some money that will be used to promote recycling across 

the school in 2021. A big thank you to Mr Leather, Miss Douglass and 

all the pupils who have been involved in working towards an Eco 

Award which this will be part of. 

County Councillor Mark Mills-Bishop said, “I am pleased that the project 

is going with gusto and the students are embracing such an important topic 

area … the future of the environment is very much in the hands of young 

people.” 

 

Feeling Good Week 
Mrs Alison Sharman, Assistant Headteacher, has also been successful 

in securing some funding for February’s Feeling Good Week which 

we will be spending on some planting around the school. 

 

Covid cases over 

Christmas 
We will continue to monitor any positive Covid cases until 

Wednesday, 23rd December 2020. Please email 

admin@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk if you need to inform us of a positive 

case. This mailbox will be checked at 09:00 and 16:00. 

 

 

  

mailto:admin@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk


Poetry inspired by Spring 
 

Today I saw the season of Spring, 

The joy and light that it would bring,  

I saw the bitter Winter slowly disappear, 

Bright blue skies would soon be near  

 

School can make your opportunities fly, 

Lifting success into the sky, 

Overlooked in which birds fly,  

Seeing students passing by 

 

Today I saw our knowledge rise, 

To help us flourish in our lives, 

We can all now go down our paths, 

And hopefully our businesses last 

 

Olivia Cooke, Elisa Ramelle-Rigolet, Maisie Carter-Leay (Year 9) 


