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Vision
At The John Warner School we ignite a

lifelong passion for learning, to discover and develop
potential, allowing all to flourish in an ever-changing world.

•   We ignite a lifelong passion for learning by establishing the habits and routines for excellence, by developing positive relationships and behaviours
    and by planning an ambitious, relevant and rich curriculum.

•   We discover and develop potential by building knowledge and skills through effective approaches to teaching, learning and assessment.

•   We allow all to flourish in an ever-changing world by acknowledging the attributes that characterise young people who are academically, emotionally, 

    socially, economically and culturally prepared for the future.

Values
Our continuous pursuit of excellence is driven by our core values. Our values reflect what we believe in as an educational institution and the behaviours we 

expect to see demonstrated by all those associated with the school. The values are:

•   Aspiration – preparing to succeed in school and in life

•   Respect – having respect for ourselves, others and our surroundings

•   Endeavour – striving to achieve our targets, goals and ambitions

•   Participation – learning from each other to make a positive impact

•   Creativity – engaging in ideas to find original and effective solutions
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“Our vision and values
drive continuous school

improvement”
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At The John Warner School we are proud to belong to a school that has provided a first-rate education

to young people in Hoddesdon since John Warner built a school for children of all classes and religious beliefs in 1841.

Our school today is a vibrant, friendly and ambitious community founded on the basis of excellent teaching and the encouragement 

of hard work. We are passionate about creating exciting and relevant learning opportunities for our pupils, high quality professional development for

our staff and meaningful engagement with our community.

As a large school, our pupils benefit from a superb learning environment consisting of outstanding facilities across our extensive campus. Our staff offer

expertise across all subject areas, pastoral care and academic support ensuring that our pupils are guided and cared for at every stage. Our pupils have

access to wide-ranging resources, experiences and opportunities that equip them for the future.

In recent years, we have actioned significant school improvement initiatives which have been driven by our shared values. Our pupils make excellent

academic, social and cultural progress thanks to an exciting, challenging and relevant school curriculum delivered by staff who follow a clear approach to

great teaching, learning and assessment. The pastoral care and wellbeing of all members of our school is a significant priority in approaches taken and

decisions made and we have made meaningful connections with our wider community.

I hope this prospectus gives you a sense of the school’s ethos and values but would encourage you to visit us to get a sense of the vibrancy and

engagement we are fortunate enough to experience every day.

We are very proud of the significant difference we make to the lives of the young people who study here and take delight in seeing them develop into

confident young adults who are well-equipped to face their futures with excitement and determination.

Jeremy Scott, Headteacher

Welcome
to our school 



“Our school creates
exciting learning

opportunities for our
pupils across our

extensive campus
site.””
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Pupils follow a broad and balanced curriculum across all key stages (Key Stage 3: Years 7-9, Key Stage 4: Years 10-11 and Key Stage 5:

Years 12-13) with increasing opportunities for specialism and choice from Year 9 onwards. We offer an extensive range of courses and qualifications covering 

academic, vocational and technical pathways that are open to all. Alongside strength and depth in the core subjects, we also proudly promote STEM (science,

technology, engineering and mathematics) subjects, the creative arts and lifelong learning (personal, social, health education, citizenship and careers). Our 

wide-ranging enrichment programme, including our amazing house system, opens up a vast array of experiences and extra-curricular activities designed to further

ignite a passion for learning

Successful pupils are happy and confident which is why we dedicate significant resources to the encouragement of positive relationships and behaviours. Our 

vision, values and code of conduct (be ready, be kind, be safe) create a clear template for the behaviours that we foster and reinforce through all our interactions.

All staff, including our committed pastoral team, take a therapeutic approach to managing behaviour helping us to identify and address often complex causes and 

effective responses. Focus groups and pupil leadership roles are used to gather student voice on important issues and active pupils can be trained as anti-bullying

ambassadors.

Consistent habits and routines create a familiar learning environment across the school. Teachers adopt common approaches to lesson structures while embracing

the variety and specialisms that make each subject unique.  

Ignite a
lifelong passion

for learning 



“The school is a
diverse, inclusive,

accepting and
welcoming safe

space for
everyone.”
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We are determined to bring out the best in every individual by helping them develop their skills, interests

and abilities. To do this, the school runs over 50 clubs before, during and after the school day which are designed

to meet the interests and passions of our students. We offer a wide range of traditional sporting opportunities such as football,

rugby, netball, cricket, hockey, swimming and more specialised activities such as archery, trampolining and golf.

Our pupils are able to showcase their performing talents through choirs, bands, talent shows, school productions, dance troupes and drama workshops.

The robotics club is one of the most popular in the school and undoubtedly one of the most successful on the planet boasting numerous national and 

international awards for the design and operation of competition robots. Budding politicians are able to hone their public speaking and diplomacy skills

through the well-established Model United Nations programme and debating teams compete against some of the top state and private schools in the country. 

Our school trips take pupils to places they would never imagine visiting and living experiences that will change their outlook on life. Over the last few

years, pupils have visited Cambodia, Borneo, Ecuador and Uganda with Camps International helping to build classrooms and communities as well as

contributing to the preservation of orangutan, turtle and rhinoceros sanctuaries. Other foreign trips include skiing in Colorado, visiting art galleries in New

York, examining the Large Hadron Collider in Cern and developing language skills in Berlin, Paris and Rome. In the UK popular trips include the year 7

Bushcraft camping experience, Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, west end musicals and theatre productions. 

Further enrichment opportunities exist across every part of the school for every age group. We ask that our pupils make the most of these opportunities,

try something new and tell us if there is something we don’t offer. If the demand is there and we have the resources, we will make it happen! 

Discover and
develop your potential



“From everyday
experiences to once in

a lifetime opportunities,
our pupils are

encouraged to discover
and develop their

potential”
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Our house system is represented by four
British icons: Stephen Hawking, Mary Seacole,

Alan Turing and Jane Austen.
This important area of the school community reflects our values (aspiration, endeavour, respect, creativity and participation), the diversity of British

society and the academic disciplines of our school. All four of these British icons represent the school value of aspiration and should act as significant role

models for the young people that we serve. The house system also supports the structure of our growing school, allowing us to continue to manage

assemblies, form time activities as well as the numerous house events and competitions that run throughout the school year.

Hawking House, named after the theoretical physicist, cosmologist and author Stephen Hawking represents the school value of endeavour and the

academic disciplines of science and sport. The Hawking House colour is yellow.

Seacole House, named after the business woman and Crimean War nurse Mary Seacole represents the school value of respect and the academic

disciplines of the social sciences (humanities and professional studies). The Seacole House colour is green.

Austen House, named after novelist Jane Austen represents the school value of creativity and the academic discipline of communication (language and

the arts). The Austen House colour is red.

Turing House, named after the mathematician and computer scientist Alan Turing represents the school value of participation and the academi disciplines

of mathematics and technology. The Turing House colour is orange. 

House System 



“Our house system
provides opportunities

for enrichment,
competition and

creativity.”
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In addition to our outstanding sports centre, which is one of the largest attached to any school in the country, we have benefited from

extensive development allowing pupils and staff to enjoy a modern and integrated school campus.

This means that pupils who attend our school benefit from a superb indoor environment as well as a landscaped external environment that provides them

with opportunities for relaxation, sport and socialising.

Over the last few years, the school has opened new centres for humanities, modern foreign languages, art, technology, engineering, mathematics, English

as well as a new library. We have also modified existing spaces to add a drama studio, textiles classroom and business school. 

Our site also caters for the additional needs of our pupils. The Hub provides support in the form of Student Services, Special Educational Needs and

Disabilities, Safeguarding, Nurture and The Hub Classroom.

A superior
environment for

learning 



“The school has a range
of new specialist facilities
including: ‘The Studio’ a

new drama and
performance space as
well as a new textiles

suite.””
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We pride ourselves on our strong sense of community where staff, pupils and parents work together to

ensure that individuals are able to realise their lifetime goals.

Parents and carers have the opportunity to contribute to school improvement in the following ways: As parent governors – holding the school to

account; as members of the PTA – helping to raise additional funds; as representatives on the parent council – offering views on areas of consultation.

Many of our alumni continue to be actively involved in the life of the school as staff, parents, governors and visiting speakers all of whom are committed to

supporting future generations of pupils.

The school is also heavily involved in the Hoddesdon community. We believe that schools have an important role in bringing people together and our staff

and pupils are actively involved as participants, performers and volunteers in local events.

Our
Community 



“Our school sits
proudly at the centre of

the community – working
together to create
opportunities and
experiences.””
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We strive to ensure every pupil leaves the school with the qualifications, knowledge, skills 

and attributes that will deliver further success in their education, careers and relationships. We have

a long history of consistently delivering on positive outcomes for our pupils, and are confident that significant

changes in recent years will ensure that improvements continue to be experienced in the future.

Combined Cadet Force: We are proud to have a standalone CCF on the school site offering pupils the opportunity to engage in weekly cadet

training as well as weekend fieldcraft exercises, range days, adventure training and summer camp. Cadets develop loyalty, self-confidence, leadership,

teamwork and resilience helping them to shape their futures.

Robotics Club: Pupils love to question, tinker, experiment and play and these skills are fostered in our well-established and successful robotics club

which has gained many awards and accolades for the inspiring opportunities it gives students to engage in the design, construction and competition of

robots. The skills and knowledge developed opens up huge possibilities in the world of science and engineering.

Creative arts: We have shown a passion and commitment to the creative arts in recent years demonstrated in our extensive arts provision both in the

curriculum and through enrichment opportunities. Large numbers of pupils now excel in dance, drama, music and art qualifications while our Arts Festival,

musical productions and showcases provide a platform for expression and performance that can be enjoyed by all.

Camps International: Every two years our pupils are given the extraordinary opportunity to engage in the trip of a lifetime. We have sent groups of staff

and pupils to Tanzania, Ecuador, Borneo, Uganda and Cambodia where they have engaged in community projects, helped in conservation projects and

learnt how to scuba-dive. These are life-changing experiences that those involved will carry with them for the rest of their lives.

Community: We passionately believe that the school should be at the heart of the community and seek lots of opportunities to engage in local events.

As a member of the Love Hoddesdon group, we provide pupil volunteers, for example marshalling the Christmas parade as well as pupil performers and

participants at all the major local events. The school has strong connections with local cultural organisations such as the Lowewood Museum giving

pupils the chance to explore their identity and embrace the cultural diversity of the local area.

These, together with our local, national and international links with primary and secondary schools, businesses and charitable trusts, make life at          

The John Warner School rich with opportunity to flourish.

Flourish in an 
ever-changing world  



“Our pupils have
numerous opportunities
to flourish by displaying
magnificence, kindness,

perseverance,
collaboration and

curiosity.”
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In 2016, The John Warner School joined with
The Cranbourne Primary School and Roselands Primary School to form

The Hoddesdon School Trust.
Together we are committed to excellence in all that we do and we offer unparalleled opportunities and experiences to all of our pupils and staff.

We focus on high expectations, enthusiasm and aspiration within a culture of tolerance, respect and care. 

Across the trust we provide a platform for life opportunities in education, recreation and leisure; broadening horizons to create memories and 

futures together.

Mr David A. Allman, Executive Headteacher and CEO of The Hoddesdon School Trust

The Hoddesdon
School Trust 



“Schools in the Trust
share core values while

maintaining their
individual identify.”



The John Warner School
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