REMOTE EDUCATION PROVISION:
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers about what to
expect from remote education where national or local restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain
at home.
For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the final section of this page.

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home
A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard approach, while we
take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching.

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the
first day or two of pupils being sent home?
Online work will be set by teachers as per the published timetable via our online learning platforms
(Go4Schools/Bromcom*/Google Classroom). Our management information system
(Go4Schools/Bromcom) will provide links to the relevant Google Classroom.
More details about our response to Covid can be found here
https://www.johnwarner.herts.sch.uk/336/covid-response
*Bromcom will start to replace Go4Schools from April 2021

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught
broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in school?
We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school. Pupils are expected to follow their published
timetable covering the full breadth of our school curriculum. Some adjustments will need to be made,
especially where provision is dependent on specialist facilities. Core PE lessons will not follow the normal
timetable but activities for fitness and exercise will be shared with pupils.
More detail on the school curriculum can be found here
https://www.johnwarner.herts.sch.uk/86/subject-information
The school day will begin with form time at 08:40 and conclude at the end of period 5 at 15:00. Break will
be between 11:00 and 11:20 and lunch between 13:20 and 14:00.

1

Remote teaching and study time each day
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day?
We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take pupils
broadly five hours twenty minutes each day (5 x 1 hour lessons and 20 minutes form time).

Accessing remote education
How will my child access any online remote education you are providing?
Online work will be set by teachers as per the published timetable via our online learning platforms
(Go4Schools/Bromcom/Google Classroom). Our management information system (Go4Schools/Bromcom)
will provide links to the relevant Google Classroom.

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you
support them to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the following approaches
to support those pupils to access remote education:
The school has a large supply of Chromebooks and digital routers that will be loaned out to pupils with
priority given to those identified as vulnerable. If you have questions about the loaning of devices please
email IT support administrator@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk
If you require any materials to be printed off or need help submitting work, please contact the classroom
teacher in the first instance. You can find the contact details of Heads of Faculty and Subject Leaders on
our website https://www.johnwarner.herts.sch.uk/86/subject-information
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How will my child be taught remotely?
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely:


Live teaching (online lessons) – the majority of remote learning will be delivered through live
(synchronous) lessons using Google Meet. Teachers will not necessarily be on screen for the full
60 minutes of the lesson as time will also need to be allocated for pupils to complete tasks
associated with the learning.



Recorded teaching (video/audio recordings made by teachers) – lessons may include an element
of pre-recorded content either by the classroom teacher or another from within or outside of the
school (e.g. Oak Academy). Where this is the case, links to the material will be provided in the
Google Classroom.



Printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets) – primarily for pupils who
are unable to access online content.



Textbooks and reading books pupils have at home – pupils will continue to be expected to read as
part of, or around normal lessons.



Commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, including
video clips or sequences – these will be carefully selected by the teacher and links provided in
Google Classroom.



Long-term project work and/or internet research activities – more relevant for older students
involved, for example, in the Extended Project Qualification or as part of non-examination
assessment. Google Meets will still take place to check on the progress of these activities.
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Engagement and feedback
What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support
that we as parents and carers should provide at home?
Expectations for pupils’ engagement with remote education:
•

Be up, suitably dressed and logged in to Google Classroom ready to learn from 8:40am.

•

Have all your exercise books, pens, resources and equipment ready for your lessons.

•

Make sure your laptop/digital device is charged and ready to be used for the day.

•

Make sure that you know your login details for the day.

•

Make sure you have plenty of water available to drink.

•

Switch off your mobile phone (unless being used to access the Google Meet), television or
other distractions.

•

Find a quiet location that is away from other distractions ideally at a table with a chair. Not
sat in a bed or on the sofa.

We appreciate all the support offered by parents/carers to instill the routines necessary to achieve the
expectations outlined above.

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how
will I be informed if there are concerns?
Daily checks with attendance and engagement will be made by form tutors and classroom teachers.
Concerns will be passed to the Attendance Officer and/or pastoral team who will make contact regarding
general concerns. Classroom teachers, subject leaders or Heads of Faculty will make contact if there are
concerns about specific subjects. We will contact you through Go4Schools, email or phone.
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How will you assess my child’s work and progress?
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for individual children.
For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital platforms are also valid and
effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows:
The following principles and approaches will be applied:


Feedback and assessment will follow the same expectations as face-to-face teaching – our
approach can be found here https://www.johnwarner.herts.sch.uk/58/keyinformation/category/25/teaching-amp-learning



The following interactive and responsive teaching methods will be used to assess progress in
lessons:



o

Questioning

o

Use of polls and surveys (in Google Meet, for example)

o

Plenary activities to check for understanding

o

Mini tests and quizzes

More formal assessments will continue such as:
o

Diagnostic assessments

o

Interim assessments

o

End of topic assessments



Feedback will be given through the appropriate marking of work submitted by the pupils



The reporting cycle of data and written reports will continue as published
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Additional support for pupils with particular needs
How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support
from adults at home to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND),
may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home. We acknowledge the
difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the
following ways:


The SEND department will check with parents/carers and teachers to ensure SEND needs are
being met



TAs will operate on-site to support SEND/vulnerable pupils with remote education



Bespoke support will be given to, for example, EAL pupils depending on need



Regular welfare checks will be made by SEND, pastoral and safeguarding teams



Continued liaison with external agencies working with pupils



Referrals made for internal or external counselling and support

Remote education for self-isolating pupils
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in school, how remote
education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups. This is due to the challenges of
teaching pupils both at home and in school.

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their
remote education differ from the approaches described above?
Pupils will be set work as per their normal timetable on Go4Schools/Bromcom that will be linked to the
work being covered in class. Where possible and appropriate, teachers may find opportunities to
broadcast the lesson live over Google Meet so that the pupil can benefit from live teaching.
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Contacts
Who should I contact if I have any questions about remote learning?
Teacher with overall responsibility for remote learning – Mr Ian Cant, Deputy Headteacher
iwc@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk
Pastoral staff with responsibility for well-being and engagement https://www.johnwarner.herts.sch.uk/73/pastoral-team
Faculty and subject leaders with responsibility for specific subject areas https://www.johnwarner.herts.sch.uk/86/subject-information
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