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Welcome 
Welcome to The John Warner Sixth Form Subject

Options Booklet.  

This booklet will give you details on the post-16
subjects, courses and qualifications that we offer in
the school. We would also encourage you to view
the sixth form section of our school website which
will help you to further understand the opportunities
available (www.johnwarner.herts.sch.uk). All year 11
students in the school and those who submit an
application from other schools will also be invited to
attend a Pathways Meeting to consider the most
appropriate post-16 routes to take.  

Our students follow one of three routes in the Sixth
Form. It is crucial that students consider the route
that best fits their interests and abilities.

Academic Pathway - students who follow 3-4 
A Level subjects.   

Professional Studies Vocational Pathway -
students who follow three Level 3 vocational 
qualifications from within the Faculty of 
Professional Studies. 

Sport and Science Vocational Pathway - 
students who follow three Level 3 vocational 
qualifications from within the Faculties of PE 
and Science.

If a student wishes to take a mix of academic and
vocational courses, this should be discussed at
their Pathway Meeting.  

Students who require further support to achieve 
a grade 4 in GCSE English and/or mathematics
will be offered re-sit classes to help them gain
these grades.  

Entry onto the courses within the academic route
generally requires an Attainment 8 score of 55 and
a grade 6 at GCSE in that subject or related course.

Entry onto courses within the vocational routes
generally requires an Attainment 8 score of 40 and
a pass grade at Level 2 in that subject or related
course.  

All students will also be able to access enrichment
opportunities alongside their main chosen courses.  



Academic Pathway                                           
Art and Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P2                           

Biology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P3

Business Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P4                          

Chemistry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P5  

Computer Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . P6 

Design and Technology . . . . . . . . . . P7 

Drama and Theatre Studies . . . . . . P8                           

Economics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P9                           

Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P10                         

English Literature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P11                         

French . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P12                         

Geography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P13  

History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P14                         

Italian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P15                         

Mathematics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P16                         

Mathematics Further . . . . . . . . . . . . P16                         

Music Performance . . . . . . . . . . . . . P17  

Philosophy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P18 

Physical Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . P20 

Physics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P21 

Psychology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P22 

Sociology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P23 

What Subjects Do We Offer ? 

NB: This offer is subject to change based on staffing and the popularity of courses.

Courses with less than 7 students may be removed from our offer. Alternative courses will be made available where possible.  

Professional Studies Vocational Pathway
Business Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P24 

Creative Media . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P25 

Sport and Science Vocational Pathway
Sport and Physical Activity . . . . . . . P26  

Performong Arts (Dance) . . . . . . . . . P27 

Applied Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P28 

Food Science and Nutrition . . . . . . . P29

Enrichment Subjects
Extended Project . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P30  

Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P30 

Core Maths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P31 

German . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P31
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Academic Pathway

Art and Design 
Examination Board: Edexcel

Subject Leader: Mrs Debnam    
jmj@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk  

Course Outline

The department follows the A-Level Art and Design
specification from Edexcel, which is a two year course,
with assessment at the end of the second year by means
of Coursework 60% (with a written element included
and marked separately ) and an externally set assignment
(Examination) 40% completed in a 15 hour timed test.
This course exposes students to a range of different 
elements in art including fine art: painting, drawing,
printmaking and sculpture, as well as applied textiles art,
mixed media, graphic arts, illustration, digital photography
and traditional styles of art including life drawing.  

Drawing and painting from observation is fundamental
to the course and the most successful students are
those who are open-minded, creative, have a good
skills base and want to further their art education after
A Level. There is a dedicated art room for our sixth
form artists in which their lessons are the only lessons
timetabled in the room. Students are encouraged to
use the art studios in their own time, including study
periods and staff are always on hand to give support
and advice where necessary. When students’ progress
into year 13 they are given their own dedicated area
within the art room, it is a space like a university would
provide, encouraging students to be independent and
complete large ambitious pieces.   

As a range of pathways can be determined in the second
year of study, including digital photography and art and
design, it is important that students who opt for this
course have studied a creative subject (design, art and
design or photography) at Level 2 GCSE grade 6 or above.

Enrichment

Visiting artists to inspire and show new techniques 
to the students. 
Gallery visits and art enrichment activities such as 
printmaking at professional print studios.  
Day visits to gather stimuli to develop coursework
themes. 
Life drawing classes. 
Working with and making connection with Hertfordshire
University, taster days and using facilities such as the
Darkroom, given them an induction into further education.  
We encourage our A-Level students to get involved
with lower school art clubs at lunchtimes and to become
ambassadors for the subject area. 

Former student

Holly Charles has graduated in BA photography from

Falmouth University and is now based in London working

as an independent artist and photographer and has

had work exhibited across London.
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Biology
Examination Board: AQA 

Subject Leader: Miss Naidoo 

mna@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk

Course Outline 

This qualification is linear and as students progress

through this course, they will be examined on their

gained knowledge and understanding. Students will sit

all the A-Level exams at the end of their A-Level course.

In outline, the content that will be covered includes: 

•  Biological molecules 

•  Cells 

•  Organisms exchange substances with their environment

•  Genetic information, variation and relationships 

   between organisms 

•  Energy transfers in and between organisms 

•  Organisms respond to changes in their internal and 

   external environments 

•  Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 

•  The control of gene expression 

Within this course, as with other A-Level sciences, 

students take a leading role in the planning and 

completion of the required practical investigations. 

This enables students to gain an understanding of 

how research is carried out in universities and prepares

them for this transition after their Sixth Form studies. 

Enrichment 

Our students benefit from subject specific talks from

outside guest speakers. These typically involve research

scientists and academics. Our students are expected

to lead in organising and take part in the yearly Biology

week and Year 6 Open Evenings. Many of our students

gain placements in research laboratories and medical

settings through our links to research institutions and

the medical world.   

Former Students 

Students who have studied A-Level Biology at The

John Warner School have gone on to study courses

such as Biomedical Sciences at Queen Mary University

London, Zoology at University of Lincoln, Physical 

Education - Sports and Health at University of East 

Anglia, Biological Sciences at University of Leicester

and Physiotherapy at University of Leicester.
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Business Studies
Examination Board: EDUQAS 

Subject Leader: Mr Caranese 
rwc@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline
A-Level Business exposes students to an analytical world,
where local, national and international organisations 
in various business sectors and environments are 
investigated. Students will become familiar with current
issues in business and understand the important role
small business play in the economy. Students will acquire
a range of business and generic skills, including decision-
making, problem-solving and critical analysis.  

Four units make up the EDUQAS Business qualification:
•  Unit 1 Business Opportunities 
•  Unit 2 Business Functions 
•  Unit 3 Business Analysis and Strategy 
•  Unit 4 Business in a Changing World 

These units cover a whole breadth of business topics.
Students can expect to learn everything from business
ownership types to economic concepts, such as supply
and demand. The functional areas of businesses are
explored, and this helps provide students with a key 
insight into what area they may wish to seek employment
in, in their near future. Students will also learn how to
analyse qualitative and quantitative data such as market
share, labour productivity and accountancy ratios.  

The course will be assessed via three examinations, all
taken at the end of Year 13. These examinations will
consist of short answers, data response questions and
essay style questions. The final examination will consist
of a case study where students must answer a range
of questions related to the information within this. 

Former Students 
William Stewart and Jo Moffatt are both studying for
Business based degrees at the University of Lincoln. 
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Chemistry 
Examination Board: AQA  

Subject Leader: Miss Browning  
gib@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk

Course Outline
Chemistry is a stimulating and exciting subject, forever
changing and expanding. It involves the investigation of
substances, what they are made of, how they interact
and what role they play in living things. It is vital to every
aspect of life. 

This course is a linear course with examinations after
two years. 

The course explores all aspects of Chemistry – physical,
inorganic and organic, as well as modern analytical
techniques. 

You will need a logical approach to problem solving, have
good mathematical skills and be able to understand and
use abstract principles. Topics covered in the course
include: 
•  Atomic structure and bonding 
•  Energetics, kinetics and equilibria 
•  Inorganic chemistry 
•  Periodicity 
•  Organic chemistry 
•  Organic analysis 
•  Biochemistry and Drug synthesis   

Practical aspects of Chemistry play a major role in the
course with 12 assessed practical tasks throughout the
two-year course including examinations of practical
techniques.  

A Chemistry A-Level is highly sought after and can
open doors to any number of career paths. It combines
well with Physics, Mathematics and Biology however
can develop and compliment skills on any A-Level
course. Chemistry is essential if you are considering 
a career in medicine, biological or forensic science or
industrial or environmental research.  

Enrichment
The students have the opportunity to visit Glaxo Smith
Kline as part of a work experience program. The Nuffield
Bursary scheme is also available for the summer of
year 12 in a variety of research establishments which
can lead to a Gold Crest Award. Throughout the year
there are a variety of opportunities available to students
to deepen their subject knowledge and demonstrate
their abilities through volunteering and tutoring. 

Former Students 
Students that have studied A-Level Chemistry at 
The John Warner School have gone on to university
courses such as Biomedical sciences at Queen Mary
University of London, Mechanical engineering at 
University College London, Physics at University of Leeds,
Biological sciences at University of Leicester, 
Physical education at University of East 
Anglia UEA, and Zoology at University 
of Lincoln.
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Computer 
Science 
Examination Board: OCR 

Subject Leader: Mr Mian 

ami@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk

Course Outline

Computer science is a practical subject where students

can apply the academic principles learned in the classroom

to real world systems. It’s an intensely creative subject

that combines invention and excitement and can look

at the natural world through a digital prism. The aims of

this qualification are to enable learners to develop: 

•  An understanding and ability to apply the fundamental

   principles and concepts of computer science, including

   abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and 

   data representation. 

•  The ability to analyse problems in computational 

   terms through practical experiences of solving such 

   problems, including writing programs to do so. 

•  The capacity to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, 

   logically and critically. 

•  The capacity to see relationships between different 

   aspects of computer science. 

Course Structure 

Computer Systems: 40% of qualification: 2hour
30minute written exam paper
•  The characteristics of contemporary processors, 

   storage software and software development 

•  Exchanging data 

•  Data types, data structures, and the legal, moral, 

   cultural and ethical issues surrounding the use of 

   algorithms 

Algorithms and Programming: 40% of qualification:
2hour 30minute written exam paper
•  Elements of computational thinking 

•  Problem solving and programming 

•  Algorithms to solve problems  

Programming Project: 20% of total qualification:
coursework submission 
•  Analysis of a problem 

•  Design to the solution 

•  Developing the solution 

•  Evaluation of the solution 

Enrichment Opportunities 

•  Trip to gaming convention in London 

•  Trip to Bletchley Park and Computer History Museum
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Design & 
Technology
(Product Design)
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel 

Subject Leader: Mrs Cameron     
gmc@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline 
This course will help you use creativity and imagination
when applying iterative design processes to develop
and modify designs, and to design and make prototypes
that solve real world problems, considering your own
and others’ needs, wants, aspirations and values. 
It builds upon the successful key stage 4 GCSE to deliver
Design and Technology in a flexible and exciting way. 

You will be able to integrate and apply your understanding
and knowledge from Key Stage 4, with a focus on
mathematics and science for analysis and informing
decisions in design, whilst being open to taking design
risks which show innovation and enterprise.   

During year 12 a range of projects and focused practical
tasks sit alongside and with the theory to build knowledge,
understanding and skills, and helps students pick their
pathway for their Year 13 project 

The course is broken down into 2 units: 
Component 1 is 50% of the qualification and is a 2.5
hour written examination taken at the end of year 13
called ‘Principles of Design and Technology’. This includes
materials, processes and techniques, digital technologies,
manufacturing, sustainability and legislation. 

The paper includes calculations, short-open and 
open-response questions as well as extended-writing
questions. 

Component 2 is your Independent Design and Make
Project and is 50% of your final qualification. You will
produce a substantial design, make and evaluate project
which consists of a portfolio and a prototype. The problem
and brief are not prescribed and are your choice. 

Enrichment
New Designers Show – to look at new designs that are
coming onto the market. 
Links with companies and visits – to create solutions to
real world problems. 
Real world clients and visits to support your Year 13
Non-examined assessment. 

Former Students 
Oliwia Wojas is at Portsmouth University Studying 
Architecture. 
Isabella Babbar is studying Industrial Design at Stafford
University. 
Grace Tate is studying Design
for branded spaces at the 
University of the Arts London.



Drama and 
Theatre Studies 
Examination Board: AQA 

Subject Leader: Miss Turner     
mmt@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline 
A-Level Drama and Theatre offers students the 
opportunity to explore drama as a practical art form, 
in which ideas and meaning are communicated to an
audience through choices of form, style and convention.
Students will: 
•  create, perform and respond to drama and theatre 
•  develop the creativity and independence to become 
   effective theatre makers 
•  explore the relationship between theory and practice 
   in a range of theatrical styles and periods and historical,
   social and cultural contexts 
•  learn how relevant research, independent thought 
   and analysis of live theatre production can inform 
   decision making in their practical work and put this 
   understanding into practice 
•  experience the ways in which theatre makers 
   collaborate to create theatre. 

The subject content for A-Level Drama and Theatre is
divided into three components: 

Component 1: Drama and theatre (30% of A-Level)
which assesses knowledge and understanding of
drama and theatre through a study of two set plays
and analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre
makers. 

Component 2: Creating Original Drama (practical) 
(30% of A-Level) which assesses the process of creating
devised drama and performance of devised drama
(students may contribute as performer, designer or 
director).  

The devised piece must be influenced by the work 
and methodologies of one prescribed practitioner. 

Component 3: Making theatre (practical) 
(30% of A-Level) is a practical exploration and 
interpretation of three extracts (Extract 1, 2 and 3) 
each taken from a different play.  

Extract 3 is to be performed as a final assessed piece
(students may contribute as performer, designer or 
director).
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Economics 
Examination Board: AQA 

Subject Leader: Mr R Caranese   
rwc@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk

Course Outline 
Over the course of 2 years, students study both the
Macroeconomic and Microeconomic environment.   

The Macroeconomic element considers the wider
world in which firms operate and how this affects their
choices. The Microeconomic element considers a firm’s
more immediate environment and the elements of their
business over which they have control.  

As part of the course, students will be expected to 
research and apply what they have learnt to genuine
Business/Economic case studies. The costs of goods
and services, interest rates, exchange rates, inflation –
these are all concepts that most students will have
heard mentioned at some point in their lives.  

The course allows students to not only identify and 
understand what these things are, but to analyse and
evaluate how they impact on consumers, businesses
and governments alike. 

The course is assessed via 3 exams all taken in June 
in the second year of the course. 

Former Students 
Having completed their A-Level studies in 2021, Bailey
Dolman and Sam Flaum are both studying for degrees
in Economics at the universities of Lancaster and
Southampton respectively.
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Engineering 
Examination Board: Pearson BTEC  

Subject Leader: Mr Higham    
sch@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk

Course Outline
BTEC Level 3 Engineering provides students with a
foundation of engineering knowledge and skills that will
give them the ability to go on and specialise in a multitude
of engineering disciplines. Students will have access to
modern manufacturing resources in a state of the art
purpose built facility. Students have the opportunity to
earn 1 to 3 A-Level (GCE) equivalent A*-C. Students
can work at their own level to achieve the grade they
deserve with natural progression onto BTEC or degree
level studies at University or into an apprenticeship. 
The course includes the chance to gain work experience
links and placements both locally and further afield with
a rich extracurricular timetable of events and activities. 

All the units that are delivered in a thought provoking
way that involves practical making tasks designed to
stretch students of all abilities. The Edexcel BTEC 
qualification is nationally recognised as a qualification
by employers in the industry, universities and 
apprenticeship providers. 

Students will study a minimum of four units covering
engineering mathematics, mechanics and electronic/
electrical engineering as well as engineering design and
manufacture. Assessment is a combination of controlled
assessment, coursework and one written exam focused
on engineering principles. 

All units contribute to the Edexcel Certificate in 
engineering which can be extended up to Diploma level. 

Enrichment
Students are expected to get involved with the many
opportunities which are offered beyond the Engineering
curriculum. We have strong work experience links with
local companies as well as offering the chance to visit
many UK Engineering facilities including MBDA, Raytheon
and Lenze. There are also opportunities to take part in
national events such as the World Skills UK show and
the National and International robotics competition that
is VEX robotics and flying Quadcopters with a major UK
aerospace company! 

Former Students  
Georgia D’Ath now currently works for MBDA as an
engineering apprentice. 
Riley Brooker is studying engineering at CALTECH 
University in the USA. 
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English 
Literature 
Examination Board: AQA 

Subject Leader: Mrs Caranese  
acp@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline
Paper 1 
Option 1A: Aspects of Tragedy
Study of three texts: one Shakespeare text; a second
drama text and one further text, of which one must be
written pre-1900. Assessed in a closed book written
exam of two hours thirty minutes. 

Paper 2 
Option 2B: Elements of Political Writing
Study of three texts: one post-2000 prose text; one
poetry and one further text, one of which must be written
pre-1900. Examination will include an unseen passage.
Assessed in an open book written exam of three hours. 

Non-exam assessment: Theory and Independence 
Study of two texts: one poetry and one prose text, 
informed by study of the AQA Critical Anthology. 
Two essays of 1250 -1500 words, each responding 
to a different text and linking to a different aspect of 
the Critical Anthology. One essay can be re-creative.
The re-creative piece will be accompanied by a 
commentary. 

Subject Combinations 
The underpinning of critical perspectives demonstrated
within English provides students with a wide repertoire
of skills and ideas which will serve to enhance many
other A-Level subjects. Moreover, studying English for
A-level will set the foundations for further study at 
University level. It is a course that is highly regarded by
many top level institutions of higher learning and will
stand students in good stead for any future courses
and in turn, the world of employment.
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French 
Examination Board: Edexcel 

Subject Leader: Mrs Skeparnidou    
dsk@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline
Why should I study another language? With fewer and
fewer people learning other languages, learning French
will make you stand out to any employer or business.
You will be able to offer an increasingly rare skill. 
What’s more, speaking French opens up opportunities
to study at renowned French universities and business
schools, ranked among the top higher education 
institutions in Europe and the world.   

If you’re thinking further into the future, the ability to speak
French is an enormous advantage in the international
job market. A knowledge of French opens the doors of
French companies in France and other French-speaking
parts of the world (Canada, Switzerland, Belgium, and
Africa), so ten years from now you could be working
and living abroad! As the world’s fifth biggest economy
and third-ranking destination for foreign investment,
France is a key economic partner. 

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation based on
four society and culture-related themes. Section A is
a listening assessment based on a recording. Students
will respond to comprehension questions based on a
variety of contexts and sources. Section B is a reading
assessment based on a variety of text-types and genres
where students will have to respond to comprehension
questions. Section C is an unseen passage to be translated
from French to English. 

Paper 2: Written response to works and translation
based on the study of two books and/or films.
Section A is an unseen passage to be translated from
French to English. Section B students must write two
extended responses on either two different literary texts
studied or one text and one film. They select one question
from a choice of two.  

Paper 3: Speaking. Students will be assessed on their
ability to use a range of language accurately, communicate
and interact effectively, summarise and analyse findings
from written sources relating to their research subject,
and show knowledge and understanding about the 
culture and society where the language is spoken. 

Enrichment
Get involved in supporting younger pupils with their 
language learning – sharing your passion with them.  
Trip to London for an A-Level study day.  
Get involved with Language Leaders, working with local
primary schools to deliver French lessons. 
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Geography 
Examination Board: Edexcel 

Subject Leader: Mr Leather    
sle@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline 
The qualification allows students to engage critically with
real world issues and places to get an understanding of
the world around them. It enables students to evaluate
contemporary geographical questions and issues such as
the consequences of globalisation, responses to hazards,
water insecurity and climate change. Other topics studied
include energy insecurity, superpower geographies, 
regeneration, coastal management and health and
human rights. 

The geography course comprises of 9 topic areas. 
All units will be studied over the two year course and
then examined in 3 separate external examinations at
the end of Year 13. The examinations account for 80%
of the A-Level and the final 20% comprising from a piece
of course work, known as the NEA (non-examined 
assessment).  

For the coursework unit students will be required to
participate in 4 days of organised fieldwork to collect
primary data. This will then be incorporated into an 
individual investigation of the students’ choosing. 
Students are given the flexibility to complete their
coursework in areas of human or physical geography
which interest them based on the area in which they
are collecting data. They will then be required to produce a
3000 – 4000 words report based on their findings which
will be internally assessed and externally moderated. 

Enrichment
In Year 12 previous fieldtrips have included visits to 
locations such as Brighton, Walton on the Naze and
London with residential fieldtrips to Southwold, Liverpool,
Dorset, Iceland and Naples, Italy. In both year groups
students are invited to a range of online conferences
arranged by the examining board and local universities.  

Former Students 
Each year many of our students continue with geography
at degree level – renowned to be one of the most 
employable degrees post university. This September,
Jess Eggenton started at Plymouth University studying
Oceanography having achieved a Grade B in her A-Level
Geography studies. Caroline Johnson and Jude Straughan
are also studying Geography at Bath Spa University and
Queen Mary University, London.



History 
Examination Board: Edexcel 

Subject Leader: Mrs Halley    
dsh@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline 
A-Level history helps you understand the value and 
significance of world events in the past. In the process
you’ll gain a deeper understanding of social, cultural,
religious and ethnic diversity. Knowing how people lived
in the past helps to understand why people act like
they do today. 
This course is made up of 4 units, 3 of which are 
examined at the end of year 13 (units 1, 2 and 3) 
and one which is the coursework element (unit 4). 

Unit 1: Germany and West Germany, 1918-1989 
In this unit students will learn about the dramatic political,
economic and social transformation of Germany in the
twentieth century, an era that saw Germany challenged
by the consequences of political, economic and social
inequalities at home and of its subsequent division and
reunification.  

Unit 2:  The Rise and Fall of Fascism in Italy 1911 -1946 
In this unit students will study the origins of Fascist 
ideology in Italy and its gradual growth over the 
established political order, culminating in the rise and
subsequent fall of Mussolini. The unit will exam the 
political, economic and social challenges facing Italy
before, during and after the reign of Fascism. 

The parallel study of units one and two allow for students
to develop an understanding of key patterns and trends
of influential ideologies and their consequences in the
20th century. 

Unit 3: Rebellion and disorder under the Tudors,
1485-1603 
In this unit students explore the nature of rebellion and
disorder under the Tudors and the way the various
challenges were met, the nature of change in government
over the period and the changing relationship between
the Crown and key sections of society. The option 
enables students to explore the way in which, despite 
a shaky start, the Tudors were able to establish their
dynasty as one of the most powerful England has seen.

Unit 4: Coursework 
The purpose of this coursework is to enable students
to develop skills in the analysis and evaluation of 
interpretations of history in a chosen question, problem or
issue as part of an independently researched assignment.
Students will be required to form a critical view based
on relevant reading on the question, problem or issue.
They will also be specifically required to analyse, explain
and evaluate the interpretations of three historians. 

Former Students 
This summer, Lara Fahy achieved a Grade A* in her
History A-Level as has now moved on to study for a
History and English degree at the University of York.
Former students Jacob Starling, Harry Viccars and
Eleanor Clark are also studying history at the universities
of Royal Holloway, Hertfordshire and Lincoln respectively. 
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Italian 
Examination Board: Edexcel 

Subject Leader: Mrs Skeparnidou    
dsk@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

•  Italian is one of the 15 most influential languages in 
   the world and that it is spoken by approximately 64 
   million people worldwide as mother tongue 
•  Italy is the 5th most visited country in the world 
•  When taking into consideration the country’s cultural 
   influence, it’s heritage, it’s economic influence, the 
   quality of life enjoyed by many Italians, it’s sustainability,
   education and transport Italy is ranked the 13th best 
   country in the world to live 

And yet, only a handful of students across the UK will
choose to continue their study of the language beyond
GCSE.   

Course Outline 
Students at A-Level will have the opportunity to study
both Italian film and literature (classical and contemporary)
whilst continuing an in-depth study of the Italian language,
the country and its culture as well as perfecting skills in
the art of debate and translation. 

The course is externally examined with students sitting
three examinations at the end of the two year course: 

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation based on
four society and culture-related themes. 

Paper 2: Written response to works and translation
based on an in-depth study of an Italian book and a film. 

Paper 3: Speaking. The speaking exam last approximately
22 minutes and in this time students will be assessed
on: their ability to use a range of language accurately,
communicate and interact effectively, summarise and
analyse findings from written sources relating to their own
research subject, and show knowledge and understanding
about the culture and society where the language is
spoken. 

Enrichment: 
•  KS4/5 trips to Milan/Venice/Rome/Florence 
•  Language Leaders with local primary schools 



Mathematics 
Examination Board: Edexcel 

Subject Leader: Mr Moncef Fakhfakh    
mfa@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline 
The two-year course comprises three strands which
run intertwined throughout, pure mathematics, statistics
and mechanics. Pure mathematics is the sheer joy and
delight of learning to speak a new language and access
conceptual structures which are intricate, yet beautiful.  

Statistics is the language of business, industry, commerce
and enquiry into the social and physical sciences.  

Mechanics involves developing modelling techniques to
build foundations of engineering across a multitude of
disciplines. 

Further Mathematics
Studying A-Level Further Mathematics offers ambitious
and talented mathematicians to distinguish themselves
through engaging with a wide range of mathematical
ideas which are taken to a new level.  

It incorporates much of the work covered at A-Level,
but in much greater depth often drawing on the original
work of famous mathematicians from Newton to  
Hawking and beyond. 

As an A-Level Mathematics student you will develop
your own skills, participate in enrichment opportunities
and be expected to contribute to the support of others
lower down the school. Students who study A-Level
mathematics at The John Warner School are taught by
extremely committed and talented teachers who have
a genuine enthusiasm and love for their subject.  

Enrichment 
• UKMT Senior mathematics challenge 
• Support for University entrance exams - STEP and 
  TMUA 
• University masterclass activities 

Former Students 
Jodie Fromage – Studied Mathematics at The University
of Oxford. 
Karl White– Studying Mathematics at The University
College of London. 
Harry Kutner – Studying Mathematics 
and Statistics at the 
University of Bath. 
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Music
Performance
Examination Board: Pearson BTEC 

Subject Leader: Miss Black                         
mmb@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline
The BTEC Edexcel Level 3 National Extended Certificate
in Music (Performance) is practical based qualification
which works towards providing you with a programme
of learning in music focused specifically on performance.
It allows you to develop as a musician, expanding both
solo and ensemble performance skills towards the levels
required for a career in the music industry. It will give you
a more practical understanding of the vital skills to start
a professional career in the music industry or move on
to further study, and an insight into employment 

opportunities available, and if you are already in 
employment, to move on to a more important position
within the industry.  

The course is ideal for students who are looking to take
their musical abilities further through performing and
open to being creative with various styles of music.
GCSE is not a requirement for the BTEC Music course,
although previous musical background on an instrument
is necessary. It would be extremely beneficial to be having
regular music lessons in your chosen discipline/
instrument, in order to support your learning in class. 

You will be provided with opportunities to: 
• Perform within bands and develop solo skills 
• Develop your performance ability and instrumental 
   skills 
• Improve your practice routine and ear training 
• Evaluate modern music practices and develop an 
   understanding of the modern music industry.  
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Philosophy 
Examination Board: AQA 

Subject Leader: Mr Brimacombe 
mgb@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline 
In Philosophy, students will be given a thorough grounding
in the key concepts and methods of philosophy. They will
have the opportunity to engage with big questions in a
purely secular context such as; what is the self, what is
the mind, how do we determine right from wrong, how
do we truly know something, and can we ever know if
God exists?  

Students will develop important skills that they need for
progression to higher education. They’ll learn to be clear
and precise in their thinking and writing. They will engage
with complex texts, analysing and evaluating the arguments
of others and constructing and defending their own 
arguments. 

Epistemology: 
This unit will look at the question of what is knowledge?
How do we truly know something? Where does our
knowledge come from? Do we really ‘know’ anything?
These questions will be looked at through; the Tripartite
View of knowledge, perception as a source of knowledge,
reason as a source of knowledge, and the limits of
knowledge.  

Moral Philosophy: 
This unit will look at the meaning of good, bad, right
and wrong from the perspective of three theories; 
Utilitarianism, Kantian Ethics, and Virtue Ethics. 

Metaphysics of God: 
This unit will focus on what is the nature of God – 
what is He like and why is this question important?
How do we know He exists? Can we ever know? 
Why some people believe in Him whereas others do not? 
These questions will be looked at through various 
arguments such as: Cosmological argument, Teleological
argument, Ontological argument, the problem of evil and
Religious Language.  

Metaphysics of the Mind: 
This unit will look at what do we mean by the mind? 
Is it simply a product of the brain? Is it separate from
our body? Can the mind continue after death? 
What is consciousness and where does it come from?
These questions will be looked at through the various
theories of Dualism and Physicalism.  
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Content

• Applied anatomy and physiology
• Exercise physiology
• Applied movement analysis

• Skills acquisition
• Sports Psychology
• Sport and society

• Skills performed as a player/
performer or coach

• Performance analysis
Personal Development 
Programme (PDP)

Components

Component 1:

Scientific principles of PE 

Component 2: 

Psychological and social principles 
of PE 

Component 3: 

Practical performance 

Component 4: 

Performance analysis and 
Personal Development Programme 

Assessment

2 hours and 30 minutes 
140 marks 
40% 

2 hours 
100 marks 
30% 

40 marks 
15% 

40 marks 
15%

Physical Education 
Examination Board: Edexcel
Subject Leader: Mr Turner    
pet@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk

Course outline:

Student View 
“PE involves a lot more than people think - physiology, skill acquisition, sociology and then there is the practical
side to it too. The course has a number of practical elements, so if you are good at a sport and are going to be
committed to the work, go for it!” 

Former Students 
Katie O’Donnell left the school in 2021 and is now studying Sport and Exercise Science at Loughborough 
University. Having achieved an A grade in his A-Level PE course, Daniel O’Farrell is now at 
the University of Lincoln studying for a degree in Strength and Conditioning. 
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Physics 
Examination Board: AQA 

Subject Leader: Mr London  
rnl@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk

Course Outline
Physics will provide a stimulating and rewarding experience.
An application driven approach makes physics interesting
for all students. It is a highly dynamic course, underlining
the fundamental laws of the known universe. 

Through analytical and logical deduction, students
study the broad scale of the subject, from the structure
of the atom to the wonders of the visible universe and
support their knowledge through experimental work.
Physics is an ideal subject for those students who ask
the question ‘why?’  

Physics should be studied alongside mathematics 
as well as the other sciences and allows students to
develop skills which will enable them to become highly
sought after in the careers market. It is a subject that
opens doors into several different career paths which 
is why it is such a highly regarded A-Level to have. 

The A-Level physics course has been designed to 
enable students to gain an understanding of many 
of the different areas of physics used today.   

Throughout the A-Level course, students will learn about:
1.    Measurements and their errors 
2.    Particles and radiation 
3.    Waves 
4.    Mechanics & Materials 
5.    Electricity 
6.    Further Mechanics 
7.    Thermal Physics 
8.    Fields & their consequences 
9.    Nuclear physics 
10.  Astrophysics 

Former Students  
Many former students have gone on to study Physics
or Engineering at University. Most notifiable are places
gained at; California Institute of Technology to study
Astrophysics, Exeter University to study Mechanical
Engineering and Imperial College, London to study
Physics. Last year’s successes also enabled students
to go on and study Aerospace Engineering with a year
in industry at the University of Sheffield, and Electronic
and Electrical Engineering at the University of York.
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Psychology 
Examination Board: AQA  

Subject Leader: Mr James Collingwood   
jco@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk

Course Outline
Psychology is the scientific study of human mind and
its functions, the mental characteristics or attitudes of 
a person and the metal factors governing a situation 
or activity.  

Psychology reaches many parts of our everyday lives,
Psychology is about how you and everyone else thinks,
feels and behaves.  

This course is a linear course with examinations after
two years. 

The course explores difference aspects of human 
behavior and the brain. It makes links between 
human biology and sociology and includes research 
methods and big debates in the world of psychology.

Units for the A-Level are:  
•  Social influence 
•  Memory 
•  Attachment 
•  Psychopathology 
•  Approaches in Psychology 
•  Biopsychology  
•  Research methods 
•  Issues and debates in Psychology 

•  Relationships 
•  Eating behavior  
•  Forensic phycology  

Psychology combines well with Biology, Sociology,
Chemistry, English and Philosophy A-Levels.   

Careers and Future Study  
With an A-level in Psychology you could study courses
such as; clinical psychology, Forensics, Sports psychology,
Neuropsychology and Mental health nursing and many
more.  
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Sociology 
Examination Board: AQA 

Subject Leader: Mrs Cringle    
csc@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline
Whilst studying Sociology you will explore various aspects
of modern society and explore how and why society
changes. The central focus is on UK society today, with
consideration given to comparative dimensions, including
the siting of UK society within its globalized context. 
As well as this you will also be encouraged to question
and evaluate ideas.  

Paper 1: Education with Sociological Theory and 
Research methods
The role and functions of the education system, including
its relationship to the economy and to class structure;
Differential educational achievement of social groups 
by social class, gender and ethnicity in contemporary
society; Relationships and processes within schools,
with particular reference to teacher/pupil relationships;
The significance of educational policies, including policies
of selection, marketisation and privatisation; The impact
of globalisation on educational policy 

Paper 2: Families and Households and Beliefs in Society
Families & Households: The relationship of the family to
the social structure and social change, with particular
reference to the economy and to state policies; Changing
patterns of marriage, cohabitation, separation, divorce,
childbearing and the life course; The ever changing 

nature of childhood; Demographic trends in the United
Kingdom since 1900: birth rates, death rates, family
size, life expectancy, ageing population, and migration
and globalisation. 

Beliefs in Society: Ideology, science and religion, 
including both Christian and non-Christian religious 
traditions; The relationship between social change and
social stability; Religious organisations, including cults,
sects, denominations, churches and New Age movements;
The relationship between different social groups and 
religious/spiritual organisations; The significance of 
religion and religiosity in the contemporary world, 
including the nature and extent of secularisation in a
global context, and globalisation and the spread of 
religions. 

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Sociological 
Theory and Research methods
Crime, deviance, social order and social control; 
The social distribution of crime and deviance by ethnicity,
gender and social class, including recent patterns and
trends in crime; Globalisation and crime in contemporary
society; the media and crime; green crime; human
rights and state crimes; Crime control, prevention and
punishment, victims, and the role of the criminal justice
system and other agencies. 



Professional Studies Vocational Pathway

Business Studies
Extended Certificate and Diploma
Examination Board: Pearson BTEC 

Subject Leader: Mr Caranese  
rwc@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk

Course Outline
Students study Business in a way that allows them to
research and discuss existing Businesses, from small
to large. The number of units studied will vary from four
within the Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A-Level),
to eight within the National Diploma (equivalent to 2 
A-Levels). 

Students will explore the various functional areas within a
large business and investigate the tools and techniques
that a business can use to manage its finances. There is
an opportunity for students to develop a marketing
campaign along with examining the consequences of
good or bad customer service to a well-known business.

Both courses utilise three methods of assessment. 
External assessment will take place through the use 
of examinations or controlled assessments. 

Internal assessments will be undertaken within school
through written tasks. Some internal written assessments
will also include a practical task too. 

The units covered within the Extended Certificate are: 
•  Unit 1 Exploring Business (written assessment) 
•  Unit 2 Developing a Marketing Campaign (controlled 
   assessment) 
•  Unit 3 Personal and Business Finance (examination) 
•  Unit 14 Investigating Customer Service (written 
   assessment) 

The additional units covered within the National
Diploma are: 
•  Unit 4 Managing an Event (written assessment and 
   practical) 
•  Unit 5 International Business (written assessment) 
•  Unit 6 Principles of Management (controlled assessment)
•  Unit 17 Digital Marketing (written assessment) 

Former Students 
Rugby cage has used her business qualification to secure
an apprenticeship with Tesco, whilst Luca Frederick is
now studying for a degree in Business Management at
the University of Portsmouth. 
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   Creative Media 
Examination Board: Pearson BTEC 

Subject Leader: Mr Parchment    
hrp@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline 
It is essential that pupils leave school with the necessary
skills so that they can prepare themselves for media 
industries. Creative Media spans a broad range of 
specialisms and purposes, but all practitioners in the
creative industries work to enrich or improve the world
around us. Before entering the industry, creative 
practitioners need to explore and refine different
interrelated creative media practices in order to develop
technical and communication skills and build confidence
for producing outcomes to meet a need or fulfil a purpose.  

This course will equip students with the skills and the
knowledge that will help them to enter the media industry.  
It will stand pupils in good stead when they go on 
to higher education, into an apprenticeship, or on 
to other vocational training.  

Throughout Years 12 and 13 pupils will 
be studying for the BTEC Level 3 
National Extended Certificate in 
Creative Media.

This is a vocational course and is broken down into 
4 units:  
•  Media Representations 
•  Pre Production Portfolio 
•  Responding to a commission 
•  Film production - fiction. 

The course is assessed by a mixture of controlled 
assessment (42%) and examination (58%), and is the
equivalent of one A-Level. 
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Sport and Science Vocational Pathway

Sport and 
Physical Activity 
Extended Certificate and Diploma
Examination Board: OCR Cambridge Technical 

Subject Leader: Miss Wood-Thompson    
hlw@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline 
This course will equip students with the essential skills and
knowledge for future study or a career in sport. It offers
them the chance to gain a qualification, with a more
hands-on approach. 

The units will give learners an understanding of sport in
the wider contexts of coaching and leadership, anatomy
and physiology, the body’s short- and long-term responses
to physical activity and the framework of sport in the UK
and the organisations involved. Learners will also develop
transferable skills such as planning, communication,
adaptability and leadership. 

Assessment is by presentations, group work, written
assignments and planning/leading events, coaching
and sports leadership and two written exams.  

Students complete 5 units from the list below, studying
3 mandatory units and 2 optional units. 

Extended Certificate Units 
•  Unit 1 - Anatomy & Physiology – The bodies response
   to exercise (Exam) 
•  Unit 2 – Sports Coaching (Coursework) 
•  Unit 3 – Sports Organisation & Development (Exam) 
•  Unit 8 – Organising Sports Events (Coursework & 
   Practical) 
•  Unit 17 – Sports Injuries & Rehabilitation (Coursework
   & Practical)  

Diploma Units 
•  Unit 4 – Working safely in sport, exercise, health and 
   leisure (Exam)  
•  Unit 5 – Performance Analysis in Sport & Exercise 
   (Coursework) 
•  Unit 11 – Physical Activity for specific groups 
   (Coursework) 
•  Unit 13 – Health & Fitness testing for sport and 
   Exercise 
•  Unit 18 – Practical Skills in sport & Physical Activities 
•  Unit 19 – Sport and Exercise Psychology  

Enrichment Opportunities 
•  Basic First Aid Skills  
•  Leadership Qualifications in Tag Rugby  
•  Leadership Opportunities in Athletics  
•  Assist the PE department with extra-curricular 
   coaching and officiating 
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Performing Arts
(Dance)    
Examination Board: Pearson BTEC 

Subject Leader: Miss Brenton  
nib@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 

Course Outline
This course is designed for dancers who flourish in creativity
and aspire for a performing arts career. There are many
options for a professional career in dance and this two
year course will provide the high quality dance training
needed to set solid foundations in preparation for further
training. You will study a variety of dance styles including:
Commercial Dance, Jazz, Musical Theatre, Classical
Ballet, Tap, Choreography, Community Dance, Fitness
and much more. As well as improve performance skills
with performance opportunities including showcases
and competitions.   

Learners taking this qualification will study four mandatory
modules that are all internally assessed:  
•  Performing Arts Skills Development  
•  The Performing Arts Industry  
•  Personal Performing Arts Profile  
•  Collaborative Performing Arts Project.  

Due to all units being internally assessed, this requires
practical assessments and coursework to support each
unit. There are no written exams required for this course. 

Within this 2 year course you will study the following: 
•  Develop your technical dance skills in a minimum 
   of three dance genres. These include technical 
   assessments, and choreography opportunities 
   working as both a solo and an ensemble. 

•  Organise and participate in showcases. 
   Building students confidence and self-esteem is key 
   for this course. There will be performance opportunities
   every term including: December showcase, charity events,
   Arts Festival, local competitions and many more.

• Promote and market yourself for auditions. The course
   will help build your portfolio in preparation for dance 
   college and university auditions. Students will look 
   closely in creating CV’s, show reels, headshots, and 
   mock auditions.  

•  Explore the process leading to a performance. 
   Dancers will grow and develop as performers 
   throughout the course, with opportunities to reflect 
   and evaluate their current journey.

This course content is current and relevant to those
that want to peruse a career in the performing arts 
industry. So if you want to pursue a career in the dance
industry such as teacher, performer or choreographer
then this is the course for you!



Applied Science 
Examination Board: Pearson BTEC  

Subject Leader: Mrs Maughan    
ame@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk

Course Outline
The BTEC Level 3 Applied Science course consists of
four units taught over two academic years. Each unit aims
to develop various skills based on different branches of
science. This course offers a good balance of exam
and coursework elements: 

Unit 1: Principles and Applications of Science 
(3x 40 minute exams) 
Biology – cells, tissues, organs, nerve impulses. 
Chemistry – electronic structure, formulae, bonding,
calculations, the periodic table, reactions. 
Physics – waves and communication. 

Unit 2: Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques
(Coursework unit) 
Learning Aim A: Undertake titration and colorimetry to
determine the concentration of solutions. 

Learning Aim B: Undertake calorimetry to study cooling
curves. 

Learning Aim C: Undertake chromatographic techniques
to identify components in mixtures. 

Learning Aim D: Review personal development of 
scientific skills for laboratory work. 

Unit 3: Science Investigation Skills 
(Part A – 45 minute task and Part B – 90 minute exam)
Planning and carrying out scientific investigations,
recording, presenting, and analysing data, evaluating,
and drawing conclusions. 

Unit 8: Physiology of Human Body Systems 
(Coursework unit) 
Learning Aim A: understand the impact of disorders 
of the musculoskeletal system and their associated
corrective treatments. 

Learning Aim B: understand the impact of disorder on
the physiology of the lymphatic system and the associated
corrective treatment. 

Learning Aim C: explore the physiology of the digestive
system and the use of corrective treatment for nutritional
deficiency. 

Enrichment
Our students benefit from subject specific talks from
outside guest speakers. Our students are expected to
lead in organising and take part in the yearly science
week and Year 6 Open Evenings.  

Former Students 
Students who have studied Applied Science at The John
Warner School have gone on to University of Hertfordshire
studying Biomedical and Healthcare Sciences, NHS 
Apprenticeship studying Adult Nursing, Canterbury 
Christ Church University studying Sports Therapy 
and Rehabilitation and University Centre 
Reaseheath studying Canine 
Behaviour and Training.
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Food Science
and Nutrition  
Examination Board: WJEC 

Subject Leader: Mrs Wotton   
cwo@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk

Course Outline
WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in food science and 
nutrition. 

This is an Applied General qualification. This means it is
designed primarily to support learners progressing to
university. 

It has been designed to offer exciting, interesting 
experiences that focus learning for 16 -19 year old
learners through applied learning, i.e. through the 
acquisition of knowledge and understanding in purposeful,
work-related contexts, linked to the food production 
industry. 

Unit 1 
Meeting Nutritional Needs of Specific Groups  
Mandatory Internal and External 
Unit 2 
Ensuring Food is Safe to Eat 
Mandatory External 
Unit 3
Experimenting to Solve Food Production Problems  
Optional Internal 
Unit 4
Current Issues in Food Science and Nutrition 
Optional Internal  

Learners complete three units: two mandatory and one
optional unit:  
The first mandatory unit will enable the learner to
demonstrate an understanding of the science of food
safety, nutrition and nutritional needs in a wide range of
contexts, and through on–going practical sessions, to
gain practical skills to produce quality food items to
meet the needs of individuals.  

The second mandatory unit will allow learners to develop
their understanding of the science of food safety and
hygiene; essential knowledge for anyone involved in
food production in the home or wishing to work in the
food industry. Again, practical sessions will support the
gaining of theoretical knowledge and ensure learning 
is a tactile experience. 

Studying one of the two optional units will allow learners
the opportunity to study subjects of particular interest
or relevance to them, building on previous learning and
experiences. 

Each unit within the qualification has an applied purpose
which acts as a focus for the learning in the unit.  
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Enrichment Subjects
Alongside their 3 or 4 primary Sixth Form subjects, students will also be given the opportunity to
study for an extra qualification. The aims of these studies are to enrich the student’s curriculum
and gain them extra credit towards their university, apprenticeship or career applications.   

Financial Studies 
We take it for granted that all students know the 
difference between a debit card and a credit card, how
mortgages and loans work and how to manage their 
finances effectively – but many may not. This course is
designed to ensure that all students leave 6th form with
a good understanding of many of these issues and for
them to be more ‘financially capable’ moving forward 
in their lives. 

The qualification that students complete is called 
‘Certificate in Financial Studies’ and is offered by the
highly respected and longstanding London Institute of
Banking and Finance.

Extended Project
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a qualification
that is equivalent to half an A-Level. The students' choice
of topic is free, although they must show that it is 
academically useful, either related to their current course
of study, or their future career. This is a good subject for
students who are academically ambitious. Many high tariff
universities value this qualification and have been known 

to lower university offers if students achieve an   A in this
subject. Students will learn how to write academically
and will produce a dissertation style project. Students
taking this subject will develop a range of skills including
academic research and referencing. 

Core Mathematics
Core Mathematics is designed for students who have
achieved a standard pass (grade 4 and above) in GCSE
Mathematics. The course enables learners to strengthen
and develop the mathematical knowledge and skills they
have learnt at GCSE so that they can apply them to the
problems that the will encounter in further study, life and
employment. Universities are showing increasing support
for Core Mathematics with many degree courses seeking
students with greater quantitative skills than ever before to
ultimately prepare students for a world that is becoming
ever more data driven. This course is designed for 
students who are studying scientific A-Level courses
but are not studying A-Level Mathematics. 
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German 
Students who wish to continue their studies of German
have the opportunity to study for an AS-Level qualification
alongside their 3 primary qualifications. German is a crucial
language for business, science and culture as well as a
key to Eastern Europe. 

Germany is the UK’s second largest trading partner after
the USA. From cars to toasters, phones to DIY tools,
German made products from companies such as Siemens,
BMW or Bosch are all around us. German language skills
will throw the doors open for a wide range of further study
and employability opportunities. 



Notes
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