
 

 

10 February 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s) 
 

Trip No: F4388 Updated DofE Bronze Day Walk  
 
Thank you all for your continued support with the Duke of Edinburgh programme this year. The positive 
engagement across each of the four elements has been fantastic so far. 
 
Key information 1: 
 
Change of date Qualifier Expedition from 10th/11th June to 17th/18th June. Apologies we have had to change this 
due to campsite availability. 
 
Reminder of other key dates: Day walk – 18th March and Practice Expedition – 13th/14th May 
 
Key information 2: 
 
As we approach the expeditions in the Summer, it is important that participants begin to undertake some regular 
walking so they’re in the best possible shape to succeed in both practice and qualifying expeditions. This might 
look like half an hour each Sunday at first, before building up to one hour and eventually to the point that all are 
comfortable walking at least two hours each week by the Summer. This will provide the foundation pupils need 
to ensure they are able to spend six hours a day (at least three walking) with a heavy backpack come expedition 
time. 
 
The expeditions are both physically and navigationally challenging, therefore we are going to support pupils in 
undertaking a practice day walk on Saturday 18th March from 08:45 to 16:00. This will not only give pupils a good 
physical test to find out what distances they can expect to walk, but also provide some much-needed map-
reading experience for pupils. We often find it is this element of the expeditions that pupils find the most 
difficult, and there is no substitute practice than going out and doing it! 
 
The walk will start at The Bull Inn, High Street, Much Hadham, SG10 6BU, where pupils will need to be dropped 
off between 8:40am and 08:55am. We do ask that you do not hang around after dropping off your child as there 
are not a large number of spaces on the side of the road. The walk is expected to end at the John Warner School 
between 3:15pm and 4:00pm, where pupils will need to be collected. The walk will be approximately 15km in 
length and pupils will use some of their Wednesday after-school sessions beforehand to plan the route they take 
independently. There will be no requirement for pupils to carry a large rucksack for this practice walk as the 
emphasis is on map-reading and navigation, however the following equipment is necessary: 
 

- Sturdy footwear (walking boots – will be essential for expeditions) 
- Suitable clothing (weather dependent – base layers, t-shirt, fleece, and walking trousers/shorts with an 

extra layer in bag to put on if cold) 
- Waterproof coat (essential - can be loaned from JWS) 
- Waterproof trousers (optional – can be loaned) 



 

 

- Small rucksack 
- Packed lunch (sandwich, pasta or similar) 
- Snacks for energy (fruit, nuts, brunch bars, etc) 
- Drinking water (at least 2 litres) 

 
Not only is the physical training and navigational training important, but we hope this will also be an enjoyable 
opportunity to build camaraderie between participants. 
 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch by email should you have any questions regarding the above.  
 
We are in the process of booking the camping for the Practice and Qualifying expeditions further details to 
follow.  
 

Please complete the online consent form via Wisepay by following the highlighted link or accessing via the portal 
links of our school website.  Your child will be unable to attend the trip without a consent form.  Please note that 
all trips will be allocated on a first-come, first-serve basis and places will not be confirmed until your payment is 
received; we therefore recommend that you respond as soon as possible.  All cancellations must be provided in 
writing to the Finance Office on: jwsfinance@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk.  
 
 

Please be aware that the school reserve the right to refuse a place on this trip for any pupil whose attendance 
falls below the acceptable level and/or their behaviour has been a cause for concern and no refund will be 
available.  In line with our School Trips Policy, if there is a need to contact your child while they are out of school, 
please phone Mrs Georgette Knights on 07741559124 or Mr Oliver Price on 07741559129. 
 

Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mr Leather and Miss Adams 
 
sle@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk  
ema@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk  
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