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Email: admissions.central@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

My ref: Year 10 information 
Date: 7 September 2022 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am writing to you because the Department for Education introduced legislation that requires all local 
authorities to contact families with children due to move into Year 10 in September 2023, to ensure 
that you are aware of all educational opportunities available for Year 10 pupils.   
 
Your child may be very happy at their existing school and can, of course, remain there as most 
children do.  

University technical colleges (UTCs) and studio schools admit pupils directly into Year 10 (pupils can 
remain until Year 13) and, at GCSE, offer a similar curriculum to secondary schools. UTCs are set up 
by universities and businesses and specialise in one or two technical subjects which are offered 
alongside GCSEs.  Studio schools have employer involvement in the curriculum and focus on 
developing skills for employment, involving personal coaching and work experience, alongside 
GCSEs. 
 
All schools must provide impartial careers advice and guidance to all students in Year 8-13 to inspire 
young people to fulfil their potential and ensure they are aware of all opportunities open to them. Your 
child should discuss their options with a Careers Advisor and consider the GCSE curriculum available 
at their current school to help them make the best choices at this stage of their education.  
 
If your child has an EHCP, the annual review meeting is the best place to talk about learning 
outcomes and next steps as they prepare for adulthood. If you are interested in making an application 
to a studio school or UTC, please discuss this with your child’s SEN officer. 
 
Enclosed is a list of UTCs and studio schools in and around Hertfordshire offering a variety of 
specialist subjects. If you wish to apply for a place at a UTC or studio school, please follow the 
directions for that specific UTC or studio school as outlined.   
 
Additional information is available at individual school web sites and via the following links: 
 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions  
www.utcolleges.org  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Jayne Abery 
Strategy and Policy Manager 
Admissions and Transport 

Children’s Services  
Director: Jo Fisher  
 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.utcolleges.org/

