
 

 

2nd September 2022 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s)  

Year 11 & Year 12 – Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Silver Enrolment   
 
We are excited to extend an invitation to Year 11 and 12s who may be interested in completing a Silver Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. The Award is a voluntary, non-competitive programme of activities. It is a fantastic adventure 
that consists of the four elements outlined below. Participants have to demonstrate commitment towards these 
elements over a number of months. The Duke of Edinburgh Award is nationally recognised and is a good way to 
enhance CV’s. It offers an individual challenge and encourages young people to undertake exciting, constructive, 
challenging and enjoyable activities in their free time. The following video and website give you a good idea of 
what to expect: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yN7wTcxK408&t=41s , https://www.dofe.org/do/. 
 
Despite Year 11 and 12 being important years for GCSE and A level study, DofE has shown to provide an excellent 
extra-curricular balance to these academic challenges. We run the Practice Expedition in October and the 
Qualifier in July after GCSE Exams, ensuring they complement academic success.  
 
The Award is a four section programme with three progressive levels: Bronze, Silver and Gold. It is not necessary 
to have previously completed Bronze in order to participate in the Silver Award. The sections involve: 

Volunteering 
Helping someone, your community or the environment 

Physical 
Recreation through sport, dance or fitness activities 

Skills 
Developing existing talents or trying something new 

Expedition 
Planning, training for and completing an adventurous journey 

 
The John Warner School provides the opportunity for your son/daughter to participate in the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme by organising the expedition section. This letter is for enrolment to the Award only and further 
payment will be required for the practice and qualifier expeditions in the region of £45.00 to £65.00 per 
expedition. Financial Support for these is available from the school for those who have access.  
 
The Silver practice expedition will be taking place between the 15th and 17th October 2022 and those students 
who are successful will then be invited to participate in a qualifying expedition on a weekend in July 2023. Each 
participant must complete one practice expedition and one qualifying expedition in order to achieve the award. 
 
Participants will have to be properly equipped to take part in the expedition. They will need walking boots and 
waterproofs, these can be expensive, although a good investment if you catch the outdoor bug. The school will 
be able to help out with other camping equipment such as tents, cookers, camp mats and waterproofs as 
required. A full kit list can be found on the Duke of Edinburgh website https://www.dofe.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/Expedition_Kit_List-Sept2019.pdf. 
 
In order to successfully complete the expedition section, there are various skills which pupils need to be trained 
in. Therefore, there will be training held after school on 5th and 12th October (15:00 – 17:00). It will be necessary 
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for students to attend this session in order to attend the practice expedition in October, however these will be 
the only after school commitments at the Silver Level until the Qualifying Expedition in Summer. 
In addition to the expedition, for a Silver Award, your son/daughter must complete the other sections according 
to one of the options below, participating in the activities they choose for 1 hour a week. 
 

 Completed Bronze DofE Not Completed Bronze DofE 

 Option 1 Option 2 Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

Volunteering 6 months 6 months 12 months 6 months 6 months 

Physical 3 months 6 months 6 months 12 months 3 months 

Skill 6 months 3 months 3 months 3 months 12 months 

 
The Award is a big commitment and the students involved feel a massive sense of achievement at the end of the 
process.  
 
If your son/daughter is interested in completing this award, you are invited to a short meeting held in The John 
Warner School hall on the 14th September at 17:30. This is to provide you with an outline of the award and how 
best to support the students. You will be given information regarding the expedition section of the award 
including the key dates and kit requirements. We hope that you can join us to ask any questions you may have 
about the award as your son/daughter undertakes this challenge. This is not compulsory if you have already 
completed the Bronze award and are familiar with the process. 
 
The cost of enrolment at Silver level is £32.50 and this gives access to the online recordkeeping website called 
eDofE. Once enrolled, your son/daughter will be invited to an eDofE session where they will be shown how to use 
the online records as well as to check their plans for each section are appropriate. They will then be expected to 
complete most of their Volunteering, Skill and Physical sections of their Silver Award before they can go on the 
expeditions next year.  
 
If your wish for your son/daughter to take part in this opportunity, please complete the enrolment form attached 
and make a payment via Wisepay. Historically the Award attracts a large number of students to participate and 
therefore the enrolment is on a first come first serve basis. Initially this will be for 32 students. Please note the 
reply deadline for enrolments will be Wednesday 21st September 2022 via email or handed to Mr Leather or 
Miss Adams. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us via our email addresses below should you have any questions. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

Mr Samuel Leather & Miss Emma Adams  
Duke of Edinburgh Award Coordinators 
The John Warner School 
sle@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk  
ema@johnwarner.herts.sch.uk 
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